
T H E  V O L T A I R E  L I B R A R Y  P R O J E C T
Consisting of over 6500 

volumes, Voltaire's 
library is a testament to 

the Enlightenment's 
central figure. As a 
"working library," it 

played a key role in the 
genesis of Voltaire's 

corpus. What patterns - 
of purchase, influence, 

and engagement - can a 
data-driven approach 
reveal? Using tools for 
geographical, textual, 
and network analysis, 
this project paints a 

new picture of 
Voltaire's intellectual 

home.

OCRing the 1961 catalogue and converting it to a data table. The table contains 
over 130 searchable metadata categories, from linked data on authors to 

Geocodes for places of publication.
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To understand genre distribution, we used a 
hierarchy established by Parisian booksellers 

in the late seventeenth-century. This 
hierarchy contains five principal categories, 

each with up to ten subdivisions: History, 
Theology, Jurisprudence, Science and Arts, 
and Belles-Lettres. Each text is assigned a 

maximum of three "subject codes." The graph 
represents the distribution of the 5 main 

categories, demonstrating the library's 
interdisciplinary nature. This graph was 

generated as an edge-node network analysis 
using RStudio and Gephi.

T to B: Publication dates for parlement corpus;  
Dates of letters sent to Etienne-Noël Damilaville

The origins of Voltaire's  
Histoire du Parlement de 

Paris (1768) remain a mystery. 
The parlement corpus is 
generated from all titles 

containing "parlement." The 
graph shows a 

correspondence with the 
parliamentary crises of the 

late 1760s. The data also 
correlates with the start and 

finish of Voltaire's 
correspondence with premier 

conseil Etienne-Noël 
Damilaville, who sends many 

of the texts in the corpus.

Citation: Gorbatov, Irina. "From Paris to St. Petersburg: 
Voltaire’s Library in Russia." Libraries & the Cultural 
Record, 3rd ser., 42, no. 23, 308-24. Accessed 2007. 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/218858/pdf. 


